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CAPTURING GREY SHADES OF GRIEF

Srikant Kolari

A
photographer
by accident,
Srikant Kolari
finds solace in
telling tales of
SOTTOW
through his
lenses

AGE CORRESPONDENT

e refuses to be called an

artist or a photojournalist

and is hardly bothered

about aesthetics as well. If
at all there is a need to address him
by his.professional identity he
would choose to be a messenger in
society. Srikant Kolari is not your
average photographer running
behind landscapes or wanting to
profile celebs. He became a photog-
rapher by accident and figured out
nuances of photography much later
in life. Srikant worked as a photo-
journalist with a newsmagazine and
quit the job, as he couldn’t give in
to the rut. And after that, he has
embarked on a self-discovery trip
with his Croatian wife, who is a
dancer.

Srikant has captured moments of
grief and pain of lives of many peo-
ple affected across the world in his
latest exhibition “Hues of Pain”. “I
document human life and am
involved with social issues. Most
often people, who are in need, are
not people who live a comfortable
life without pain, grief and prob-
lems. I think the question should be,
if at all needful to ask, why L

choose
1o share their grief and pain, rather

pain,” says Srikant, who feels that
his own life experiences got him
closer to these people who he can
connect with, instead of famous
Bollywood stars or pretty land-
scapes.

Srikant is also a sports enthusiast
and has dabbled in wildlife photog-
raphy as well. “I covered the
Chennai Open for two years and
would gladly do it if it were for my
own pleasure. The photos I shoot
now are not for my pleasure. They
are witnessing something that needs
a messenger. And I have accepted to
be one,” says Srikant. He also fan-
cies being an underwater photogra-
pher one day and having dabbled
with wildlife photography he thinks
in the next 10 years he will land up
being one.

(Left): Hands of a Bharat Coking Coal
Limited (BCCL) worker in Dhanbad dis-
trict; (right): Kashmir-Ghulam Nabi
Khan

ture in his life, refuses to categorise
them and considers all of them to be
his favourites. “I don’t walk into a
five-star hotel and look for interest-
ing people or things to shoot. How
can I say whose pain was the most
interesting? All stories mean some-
thing, and I don’t value their impor-
tance. They are all equally impor-
tant to me,” says Srikant. The pic-
tures in this exhibition speak vol-
umes about the sufferings about
coal mine workers from Dhanbad to
Kashmiri vietims to tsunami sur-
VIVOTS.

For now Srikant hasn’t planned
anything ahead and credits his wife
for this journey of life. “She feeds
me, writes things for me and sup-
ports me. Whenever I have money, |
am off for a shoot...when I am
broke, I am always with her. That
says something... maybe.” says
Srikant, yighea smile. -




